
Welcome to the 
TPMS PTSA Meeting 
February 10, 2026

https://www.tpmspta.org/join-the-pta

Join the TPMS PTSA!
Agenda

● Welcome
● Upcoming Events
● School Climate Survey Update
● Treasurer Report
● Gen AI Panel Discussion
● Q&A

https://www.tpmspta.org/join-the-pta


Communications 

Connections, connections, connections.

We’re here to connect you to the school, the county, 
the board, and each other.

To join the conversation, scan the QR code
or visit tpmspta.org/abouttpmspta/mailinglists/

ANNOUNCE DISCUSS WHATSAPP

newsletters messaging

https://www.tpmspta.org/abouttpmspta/mailinglists/


Things to Know & Upcoming Events
February

● February 12: Report Card Distribution

● February 13: Drum Circle Presentation (during school 
day)

● February 13: Multicultural Night (6-8 pm)

● February 16: No School

● February 17: No School

● February 19: Instrumental Festival Concert (7-9 pm)

● February 6–13: Book Fair

● February 27: Early release day (12:30 pm)

● February 27-28: Books and Basketball events

Access the school calendar here: 
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.or
g/schools/takomaparkms/calendar-inde
x/

Silent Auction 
● Feb 22: Opens for bidding
● Feb 28: Closes. Winners announced

Books and Basketball 
● February 27: The Game and Book 

Pre-Sale
● February 28: The Book Sale



Things to Know & Upcoming Events
March

● March 3 and 5: MISA testing (8th graders)

● March 5: TPMS Parent Workshop Series: Internet 
Safety & Generative AI for Parents, Guardians and 
Communities

● March 10: Monthly PTSA Meeting

● March 12: Spring musical

● March 19: Choral festival at Blair HS 

● March 30-April 6: No school (Spring Break)

Access the school calendar here: 
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.or
g/schools/takomaparkms/calendar-inde
x/



Books & Basketball, Feb. 27 & 28
What: a PTSA fundraiser but, more than that, an AMAZING community event bringing together TPMS and 
Takoma families.

When:
● Friday February 27, 6-8:30 pm: Students versus Staff basketball game in the gym
● Friday February 27, 5-9 pm: Book Pre-sale open to TPMS family in the cafeteria
● Saturday February 28, 10-1 pm: Book sale open to all in the cafeteria

Why you should definitely not miss this event:
● A thrilling basketball game, and fantastic performance by “We will rock you” band ahead of the game and 

previews from “Mean Girls” musical at halftime
● Treasures and bargains at the book sale ($1 or $2 books)
● Concerts by the school Jazz Band and Flute Choir 
● An Art Show by students
● Plants for purchase by the Horticulture Club
● Amazing prices at the Silent Auction (more in two slides)
● Yummy Bake sale
● And plenty of other fun activities…

Questions? Contact: 
celineallard@yahoo.com



Books & Basketball (continued)
How you can help:

We need your book donations! We take all types of books (picture books, first readers, chapter books, Young adults, 
fiction, non fiction, cookbooks, travel books, etc). There are several ways you can donate books:

● A donation box outside the main office 
● Drop-off session on Saturday February 14 (10 am to 1 pm). Drive and drop your boxes by the school. 
● Let your friends and neighbors know about the call for book donations (and the event!). If you collect books from 

your neighbors, you can contact me (celineallard@yahoo.com) and I can come and pick them up, if that helps.
● Drop books on my porch, 409 Beech Avenue or on the porch of 902 Gist Ave, Silver Spring 

(summersmith100@gmail.com)

In a week, we will also send a call for volunteers to help during the event 
and for bake goods donations.

Questions? Contact: 
celineallard@yahoo.com

mailto:celineallard@yahoo.com


Silent Auction
Help the PTA raise $3,000 by bidding on amazing items at the silent auction! 

How it will work:

Questions? Contact: 
ann.w.gordon@gmail.com

Sunday, 2/22 During the Week of 2/23 Friday, 2/27 Saturday, 2/28 

Auction OPENS; look for 
the catalog link in the 
TPMS Community 
Newsletter and Blue Devil 
Digest and start bidding

Bidding ongoing; to bid, 
set up account on the 
auction site and receive 
text/email notifications 

Items on display at 
Basketball Game and 
Book Sale; bidding 
ongoing

Auction CLOSES at 
12:00pm; pick up 
winnings at book sale; 
pay online or cash/check

Still accepting donations!



Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week  
Apr 27-May 1 
Interested in volunteering? 

There are lots of things you can do to help.  

Check out the interest form!

https://bit.ly/4qskUXE

Questions? Contact: 
alisaobrien10@yahoo.com

https://bit.ly/4qskUXE


Consider joining the PTSA board 
next year - elections in May

Board Positions 

President

Exec VP

Treasurer

Secretary

Membership

Communications

Events

Fundraising

Questions? Contact: 
<president.tpms.pta@gmail.com>

Committee & Aux Positions 

NAACP Rep 

MCCPTA Rep

Special Education

Books & Basketball 

Multicultural Night

Welcome Picnic

Silent Auction

8th Grade Dance

Advocacy

Grant Writer

Maybe you have an idea of what 
you want to do?  

If you see a need for a 
committee or event or way to 
improve the school, make a 
proposal!



School Climate Survey Update
Goal (SY26): Increase favorable responses in Student-Student Relationships, Physical Safety, Bullying and 
Physical Environment.

Actions: Highlight students and staff who exemplify STRIVE values, student created advisory lessons,  
include student voice in decision making

Spring 25 to Fall 25 - Student Climate Survey: 

● At my school, students show me respect.  (11.5 increase)
● The energy of my school is positive. (10.7 increase)
● At my school, students treat people from different races, ethnicities, or cultures fairly. (10.7 increase)



Treasurer and Budget Updates

● Vote to approve change to categorical budget. (Approved Oct. 2025)
○ PTA Organizational Expenses have gone over budget by $220 as a result of Free State PTA 

membership fee increase.
○ General Membership needs to approve moving $220 from PTA Event Expenses to PTA 

Organizational Expenses
■ PTA Organizational Expenses budget goes from $1450 to $1670
■ PTA Event Expenses budget goes from $9225 to $9005



Generative 
AI & Middle 

School 

Gen AI 101 + 
Student and 

Counselor Panel



What is AI?

"The capability of computer systems 
or algorithms to imitate intelligent 
human behavior." — m-w.com

"A non-human program or model that 
can solve sophisticated tasks." — 
Google Developers glossary



What is Generative AI?

Generative AI can generate content, such as 
text, images, audio, and video, that is complex, 
coherent, and original, in response to a 
submitted prompt or query, by learning from 
large reference sets of existing data.

Large Language models are really, really good 
at predicting what the next letter, word or pixel 
might or should be, based on the data it has 
been trained on.





Kid and Teen use of gen AI 

● 70% of American teens 13-17 have ever used generative AI (CSM, 2024) 
● 9% of 8-9 year olds
● 21% of 10-12 year olds 
● 42% of 13-14 year olds
● 50% of 15-17 year olds 
● 72% of US teens have ever used an AI companion (CSM, 2025), and users 

most commonly (21%) use them once a week.

whose parents use a parental control app 
(Aura) have used Gen AI on an app (JAMA, 2026) 



How do you use Generative AI?
(Add to the chat, if you care to share)



Teen and Parent Purpose of AI Use, 2024



Generative AI

Promises

● Personalized learning

● Efficiencies for educators & 

students

● Ease language barriers

● Extend or expand creativity

Challenges

● Deskilling & academic 

integrity

● Misinformation and bias

● Persuasive & emotionally 

connective design



Student & Counselor Panel



x

Resources

MIT Explains The Difference Between Traditional and Generative AI:  
https://curve.mit.edu/exploring-shift-traditional-generative-ai 

Chicago Public Schools AI Guidebook: https://www.cps.edu/strategic-initiatives/ai-guidebook/ 

Common Sense Media Parents Ultimate Guide to Generative AI 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-generative-ai 
Common Sense Media Parents Ultimate Guide to AI Companions
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-ai-companions-and-relatio
nships 

Parent Educators
Erin Walsh
Devorah Heitner
Lisa Damour

Questions? 
Contact Amanda Lenhart at alenhart@sesame.org

For more resources

https://curve.mit.edu/exploring-shift-traditional-generative-ai
https://www.cps.edu/strategic-initiatives/ai-guidebook/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-generative-ai
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-ai-companions-and-relationships
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/articles/parents-ultimate-guide-to-ai-companions-and-relationships
https://sparkandstitchinstitute.com/ai-generated-images-real-harm-talking-with-teens-about-grok/
https://devorahheitner.com/chat-gpt-and-your-kid-kids-are-already-thinking-critically-about-ai/
https://drlisadamour.com/resource/ai-companions-teens-connection-or-concern/


Digital Safety 
Resources

(a few)





Resources: 3 Individuals

Jonathan Haidt

• “The Anxious 
Generation” – very 
readable, includes 
proposal for ages; 
“social media ladder”

• After Babel substack

Julie Frumin

• healthier.tech on insta
• www.healthier-tech.or

g

Sarah Gallager 
Trombley

• Excellent webinars; 
comparison chart of 
dumb, 
parent-managed, 
smart phones; 
consulting

• Digitalmomming on 
insta

• “tfadigitalmom”
• Thoughts From A 

Digital Mom substack

http://www.healthier-tech.org/
http://www.healthier-tech.org/


Resources: 3 Groups

Wait Until 8th

•www.waituntil8th.org

OK to Delay

•www.oktodelay.com 
•oktodelaytakomapark@gmail.com

Commonsense Media

•www.commonsensemedia.org 

http://www.waituntil8th.org/
http://www.oktodelay.com/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/


At Our House: 6 Kid-Accessed Devices
*and what they’re for

Router
- Source of internet

Phone
• Calls & texts (approved 

contacts), music, maps, 
weather, chess, photos 

iPad
• Music, books (audio & 

digital text), music 
lessons, creating 
music/art

Switch
• Games

Roku 
• Entertainment/Education

Chromebook
• School/homework











Next PTSA 
Meeting 

Next Months Meeting Topics 
Preview:

● School Climate Workshop
● And more!

If you have an idea for a PTSA 
meeting, please contact: 

TPMS.PTA.president@gmail.com

Tuesday, March 10
7-8:30 pm

Location TBD



Q&A : Let’s hear from you!

Questions?
Comments?
Answers.
Learn more about us at:  
www.tpmspta.org



Appendix


